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TEXT:  Luke 12:32-40 
THEME:  BE PREPARED! 
 
Dear Christian Friends: 
 
I have a question.  How many years do the healthiest, strongest people of the world live?  
Eighty, ninety, a hundred?  What is that compared to eternity?  Death is always right 
around the corner for us.  I could walk across Midland Street this afternoon while looking at 
my phone and get plowed down by a car.  Besides that, we know that the world could end 
at any minute—before we die.  So, it’s important to be prepared, right?  BE PREPARED—
for death or the end of the world, whichever comes first.  Today, our Lord Jesus Christ 
teaches us how to be ready for eternity. 
 
First of all, SEEK THE ETERNAL TREASURE.  We have a lot of worries in this life, don’t 
we?  Will we be able to make the money stretch to the end of the month?  Am I in danger of 
getting laid off?  Is my marriage on the rocks?  How are my kids going to turn out with all 
the bad influences in this world?  What is going to happen to me when I die?   
 
That last one is the most scary thing of all, isn’t it?  In this world, there are a lot of people 
scared to death of death, right?   Nobody likes to talk about it.  Nobody likes to go to 
funerals to face that coffin that one day will be their final resting place.  Why?  I guess it is 
the fear of the unknown.  None of us has ever died before.  What’s it going to be like?  
What’s it going to feel like?  What will happen to me?  Where will I go?  Our consciences 
give testimony to the fact that by nature we aren’t prepared for death.  We aren’t prepared 
for Christ’s second coming.  That voice inside us tells us, “Be afraid of what’s coming.  You 
haven’t done enough.  You have been selfish, prideful, and materialistic.  You deserve to 
be punished.” 
 
That is why we are afraid of death.  We are aware that when we die we must face the 
judgment of our just God.  We are all slaves to sin and to the fear of death.  And that is why 
Jesus tells us here:  “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to 
give you the kingdom.”  What a relief!  In other words, we don’t have to find God or earn 
his favor.  He has given us his kingdom.  He has entered into our hearts to reign there 
forever, and through that faith has given us eternal life.  God has prepared us for death.  He 
has prepared us for Judgment Day.  Jesus suffered and died in our place to give us life.  
He faced God’s judgment for us, suffering God’s righteous anger for our sins of selfishness, 
pride, and materialism.  We have been freed from the slavery of fear.  The writer to the 
Hebrews tells us that by his death Jesus destroyed “him who holds the power of death—
that is, the devil—and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear 
of death” (Hebrews 2:14-15).   
 
We can stand before God’s holy throne with a clean conscience, with confidence because 
our sins have been washed away in the blood of the Lamb.  We have been dressed in the 
snow white robes of Jesus’ perfection.  And look at what Jesus says, “It will be good for 
those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. I tell you the 
truth, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come 
and wait on them” (Luke 12:37-38).  He’s not coming to punish us, but to serve us, to 
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give us heaven and eternal life.  The day of our death and the last day are not things to be 
feared.  They are the day of our victory! 
 
We are ready for death and for Judgment Day through faith in Jesus.  But we need to 
KEEP CONSTANT WATCH.  You know there are some people in this world, I’ve even 
heard it from Christians, even right here at Trinity, who think:  “God will always forgive me.  
God has to forgive me.  He is God, after all, that’s what he does, so for now I am going to 
go out and have some fun.  I’ll ignore the 6th Commandment and live with and sleep with 
whomever I want.  I’ll marry and divorce as many times as I feel like it.  I’ll ignore the 3rd 
Commandment.  Oh, I’ll keep my church membership but don’t look for me in worship or at 
the Lord’s Table.  I’ll ignore the 2nd Commandment because I want to talk just like my 
unbelieving friends.  And you had better put that 1st Commandment up on the shelf for a 
while because I’m going to be first in my life.  I’m going to do whatever makes me happy.  
I’ll do what I want and then later on I will repent and believe.”  As if believing is something 
that you do; as if believing in Jesus as your Savior were your decision!  Besides, what 
happens if you die before that?  What happens if Jesus comes before that?  We need to 
maintain a CONSTANT WATCH so that we are always prepared. 
 
So, how do we keep ourselves constantly alert and ready?  Well, we do that through God’s 
Word and Sacraments.  When you are tired and you drink a shot of espresso or an energy 
drink, what happens?  It wakes you right up, doesn’t it?  It keeps you alert.  God’s Word 
keeps us alert, ready, prepared during the long dark night as we wait for Jesus.  Without 
the “coffee” of God’s Word, we could easily fall asleep or become lazy in our faith.  So keep 
watch.  Keep coming to church each week.  Come to Bible class.  Read God’s Word in your 
home.  Participate in the Lord’s Supper.  Through these means of grace, God strengthens 
our faith and keeps us prepared for death.   
 
One measure of our preparedness and our watchfulness is our fruits of faith, especially in 
regard to our earthly possessions.  CUE 17.8—Jesus says, “For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.”  It seems that we are always putting money away in our 
piggy banks, saving up to buy a new car, a new smart phone or tablet, or go on vacation.  
But how often do we put money aside to help the needy?  How often do we consciously put 
aside money to give for our offerings and to spread God’s Word?  I’m not saying this 
because I want your money.  I’m saying this because God wants us to use the blessings 
that he has given us to serve him and others.  Look at all he has given you:  your families, 
your friends, large homes, nice cars, TV, computers.  Besides that, he has given us the 
most precious treasure that exists:  heaven, a place in his eternal kingdom.  So, let’s thank 
him by helping the needy and giving back a generous portion back to God.  Let’s not hold 
on to the things of this world.  Instead, keep a strong hold on the eternal treasure of 
heaven.  Stay alert!  Drink plenty of spiritual coffee—the Gospel in Word and Sacraments—
and hold tight to your eternal treasure.  Amen.  
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
We rejoice, O Lord God Almighty, because you have made us 
righteous through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ.  We appear 
before you in the righteousness of Jesus Christ and for his sake ask 
you to hear our prayer. 
 
Even though the holiness of Christ covers our sin, we know that we 
are still sinners.  We have concentrated too much on the material 
things of this life, forgetting that we are but pilgrims on this earth on 
our way to heaven.  We have been apathetic and lazy in working for 
your kingdom, procrastinating because we have not believed our 
Lord’s Second Coming is near.  In our pursuit of worldly pleasures 
we have not always remained alert to meet your Son.  For our 
waywardness, O Lord, forgive us. 
 
Recreate us and help us more fully to realize that we are heirs to 
heavenly riches that exceed anything we may gather on this earth.  
Keep us alert and busy in your kingdom that we may be ready to 
meet the Lord Jesus Christ when he comes. 
 
Lord of love, we celebrate today the love that Roy and Janet 
Majeske share as husband and wife, a love that has been growing 
for 54 years.  Bless their anniversary day, and bless the bond that 
they have with one another.  Let their love continue to grow.  Let 
their hearts be filled with gladness and gratitude for the gift of 
marriage.  And let their lives express their deep appreciation for your 
great love for them. 
 
Grant wisdom and understanding to those who govern us that they 
may do so for the benefit of all, and help us all to carry out your 
Great Commission.  We pray in Jesus’ name, who taught us to pray: 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 


